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CHAPTER  I 
Introduction 

Today  the  ideals  and  goals  which  motivated 
America  to  become  a  great  nation  are  deteriorating.  The 
basic  trainee  image  for  the  Chaplain  reflects  a  lack  of 
the  motivation  that  made  America  great.  This  is  reflected 
if  the  basic  trainee  can  be  viewed  as  a  microcasm  of  the 
national  conscience.  He  lacks  the  motivation  which  brought 
this  country  to  become  the  greatest  nation  in  the  world; 
the  drive,  the  will,  the  moral  sense  of  urgency  which  is 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  our  nation.  In  the 
following  pages  we  shall  attempt  to  analyze  some  of  the 
factors  that  have  influenced  the  lack  of  motivation  in 
the  basic  trainee • 

The  United  States  of  America  stands  before  the 
world  as  a  symbol  of  freedom.  The  motivation  of  life, 
liberty  and  pursuit  of  happiness  has  spurred  America  since 
its  founding.  Prom  the  colonists  of  Jamestown  to  the 
pilgrims  of  Plymouth,  the  early  settlers  sought  this  new 
land  to  fulfill  their  ideals.  With  undaunting  faith  they 
faced  great  hardship  to  bring  these  ideals  into  reality. 
Before  long  the  early  settlers  saw  the  necessity  of  band- 
ing together  to  seek  a  national  identity  with  political 
freedom. 
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Having  won  their  independence  after  the  revolt 

against  oppression,  the  long,  difficult  road  to  become  a 

nation  followed,   Jefferson  expressed  the  ideals  sought* 

"This  country,"  he  said  "should  have  a  wise  and 
frugal  government,  which  should  preserve  order  among 
the  inhabitants,  but  shall  leave  them  otherwise  free 
to  regulate  their  own  pursuits  of  industry  and  improve- 
ment, and  shall  not  take  from  the  mouth  of  labor  the 
bread  it  has  earned."  1 

The  young  nation  was  soon  to  be  tempered  again  by 
conflict  in  the  War  of  1812.  Yet  this  war  did  contribute  to 
the  development  of  this  tiny  republic.  It  was  begun  and  con- 
tinued amid  discontent  and  bickering*  However,  it  resulted 
in  a  new  sentiment  of  national  unity  and  patriotism.  It  re- 
newed and  reinstated  the  national  feeling  and  character  which 
had  been  gained  from  the  Revolution* 

Although  the  roots  of  America  were  established  so 
were  the  customs  and  traditions.   The  old  ways  the  South 
sought  and  the  economic  freedom  of  the  North  proved  divisive 
enough  to  cause  the  throes  of  war  between  sovereign  states* 
But  not  all  evil  resulted  from  tills  conflict.  Again  this 
tiny  nation  was  motivated  to  the  pursuit  of  success.  There 
was  an  immense  stimulus  to  industry,  speeded  up  with  the  ex- 
ploitation of  natural  resources,  the  development  of  large 
scale  manufacturing,  the  rise  of  investment  banking,  and  the 
extension  of  foreign  commerce .2 

1 Allan  Nevins  and  Henry  S.  Commager.  America,  The 
Story  of  a  Free  People  (Bostons  Little,  Brown,  and  Co.,  1942), 
p.  158. 

2 Ibid.,  p. 259 
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Indeed,  the  tenacity,  ingenuity,  and  courage  of 
a  determined  people  became  a  reality,  when,  in  the  mid- 
nineteenth  century,  the  East  and  West  were  united  by  rail- 
road at  Promontory  Point,  Utah. 

America's  ideals  and  values  were  now  to  be  tested 
as  a  nation  in  the  world  community.  President  Wilson's 
message  to  Congress  stated: 

"It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  lead  this  great  peace- 
ful nation  Into  war,  into  the  most  terrible  and  dis- 
astrous of  all  wars,  civilization  itself  seeming  to 
be  in  the  balance.  But  right  is  more  precious  than 
peace,  and  we  shall  fight  for  the  things  we  have 
always  carried  nearest  to  our  hearts,  for  democracy, 
for  the  right  of  those  who  submit  to  authority,  to 
have  a  voice  in  their  own  governments,  for  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  small  nations,  for  the  universal 
dominion  of  right  by  such  a  concert  of  free  people  as 
shall  end  in  peace  and  safety  to  all  nations  and  make 
the  world  itself  free  at  last."  3 

President  Wilson  was  not  a  prophet  and  little  knew 
that  within  twenty-five  years,  the  really  most  terrible  con- 
flict would  be  fought  based  on  these  same  ideals  and  values. 
America  had  been  spurred  since  its  beginning  by  a  national 
motivation  for  freedom  based  on  trust.  It  always  valued  a 
moral  code,  an  ideal,  which  moved  it  for  185  years  as  a 
nation  and  gave  its  people  the  drive,  the  will,  and  the  moral 
sense  of  urgency  to  protect  their  Godgiven  rights  to  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness. 

3lbid.,  p.  445 
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CHAPTER  II 
The  Home  -  A  Contributing  Factor 
During  the  last  decade,  the  American  soldier's 
loyalties  were  tested  as  thousands  of  young  men  were  pris- 
oners of  the  Red  Chinese  in  Korea,   They  did  not  measure  up 


<M 
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to  expectations i 

This  test  showed  serious  weaknesses  in  Americans 
character,  as  one-third  of  all  the  American  military  cap- 
tured yielded  to  brainwashing.4  This  situation  was  the 
subject  of  much  temporary  concern  in  intellectual  circles. 
Yet,  our  youth  is  still  drifting  aimlessly  without  sufficient 
training  or  attitudes  towards  the  importance  of  loyalty  to 
family,  country,  religion,  society,  or  himself  when  the 
pressure  is  hot I  Many  basic  trainees  reflect  this  lack  of 
loyalty,  their  unwillingness  to  face  sacrifice,  their  resent- 
ment of  authority,  their  lack  of  drive  to  do  well. 

One  of  the  contributing  factors  is  the  home  life 
of  our  youth,  A  large  number  of  American  Youth  today,  un- 
fortunately, are  victims  of  broken  homes.  They  are  shifted 
from  one  parent  to  the  other,  or  many  times,  left  on  their 
own.   These  victims  of  broken  homes  are  the  result  of  our 
high  divorce  rate  in  America,  The  young  trainee  of  today 

%ayer,  William  E.,  Major.  Why_  Did  Many  G«I. 
Captives  Cave  In.   (U.S.  News  and  World  Report,  Feb.  26, 
19561 
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was  born  near  the  end  of  World  War  II  or  right  after  the 
war.  Yet  Ell  Ginzburg  tells  us  that  "Divorce  reached  a  high 
of  one  divorce  for  every  two  and  one-half  marriages  in  1946. n  5 
In  America  today  we  are  in  effect  operating  a  type  of  trial 
marriage  in  which  the  first  marriage  breaks  in  and  domesticates 
the  parties,  and  the  second  marriage  reaps  the  benefits.   It 
is  a  realistic  fact  that  the  family  is  the  fundamental  insti- 
tution that  must  be  sustained  to  secure  progress  and  high 
heroic  character.6  But  marriage  Is  many  times  ridiculed; 
it  is  the  most  popular  jest  of  the  drama;  It  furnishes 
seventy-one  percent  of  the  jokes  -  mostly  vile.   Popular 
fiction  no  longer  ends  with  its  characters  married  in  for- 
evermore  happiness,  but  deals  with  marital  unhapplness  and 
the  pleasure  of  irregular  relationships.  Truly  sincere  and 
patriotic  Americans  of  all  religions  are  alarmed  at  the  ris- 
ing scandal  of  family  break-up  in  our  society  since  history 
shows  how  the  destruction  of  family  life  is  the  clearest 
sign  of  community  decay. 

Thus,  youth  is  reared  in  an  atmosphere  where  Ideals 
are  lacking  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  becomes  meaningless 
and  indeed  self-destructive  unless  it  takes  place  in  the 
framework  of  values  based  on  the  integral  nature  of  man, 

5Eli  Ginzburg,  The  Nations  Children.  White  House 
Conference  on  Children  and  Youth  (New  York:   Columbia  Univ- 
ersity Press,  1960)  Vol.  1,  p.  86, 

6 John  W.  Langdale,  Citizenship  and  Moral  Reform, 
(New  York:  The  Abingdale  Press  1961). 
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"It  is  no  secret  that  divorce  can  be  obtained  by 
mutual  consent,  with  uncontested  divorces  granted 
routinely.  Teaching  youth  that  marriage  is  for  life 
when  they  see  open  travesty  of  judicial  procedure  in 
contracts  of  marriage  being  easily  dissolved  and  the 
participants  in  collusion  suffering  no  loss  of  pres- 
tige or  status  creates  serious  scandals. "7 

Modern  American  Society  offers  no  meaningful 
standards  by  which  to  judge  success.  This  causes  another 
area  of  confusion  pertaining  to  the  home  as  related  to  the 
definition  of  goals  of  life.   The  embryo  soldier  is  in- 
fluenced by  this  confusion.  Men  and  women  become  so  pre- 
occupied with  trying  to  keep  up  with  or  surpass  others  in 
material  advantages  that  they  completely  overlook  the 
possibilities  for  happiness  in  their  immediate  family 
relationships.  The  home  thus  becomes  little  more  than 
the  conventional  "base  of  operations"  in  an  enduring  com- 
petitive struggle* 

The  increasing  number  of  married  women  in  the 
work  force  is  another  important  factor.  Family  life  has 
suffered  devaluation  in  prestige  values  because  of  our 
concentration  on  an  ever  higher  standard  of  living  and 
because  material  symbols  of  success  have  blinded  us  to  the 
worth  of  purely  human  values.  In  the  discovery  of  their 
earning  capacity,  and  imbued  with  the  desire  for  material 
gain,  many  young  wives  and  mothers  will  not  abdicate  their 

Richard  Cardinal  Cushing,  Moral  Values  and  The 
American  Society  (Boston:  Pastoral  Letter  1961)  p.  34. 
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financial  independence.  As  a  result  forty  percent  of  wives 
age  thirty  to  forty  with  children  in  school  are  gainfully 
employed.   The  White  House  Conference  on  Children  and  Youth 
tells  us  that  there  has  been  a  seventy-seven  percent  in- 
crease in  married  women  ages  thirty- five  to  forty-five  in 

o 

the  labor  force  in  the  last  decade. 

Too  often  a  dangerous  result  of  this  situation  is  lack 
of  authority  in  the  home,  or  if  authority  does  exist,  it 
is  usually  shifted  from  the  Father  to  the  Mother.  This 
transfer  of  authority  has  a  dangerous  effect  on  our  children. 
This  is  exemplified  in  the  basic  trainee  who  is  a  mother's 
boy.  She  is  concerned  about  his  welfare  or  that  the  army  is 
too  rough  on  her  son.  It  is  not  natural  to  have  thar  "so- 
called  weaker  sex"  trying  to  enforce  the  authority  of  the 
home.  Many  young  soldiers  have  become  delinquent  because 
protective  solicitation  is  substituted  for  real  authority* 

"Communism  is  particularly  characterized  by  the 
rejection  of  any  link  that  binds  woman  to  the  family 
and  the  home,  and  her  emancipation  is  proclaimed  as 
a  basic  principle.   She  is  withdrawn  from  the  family 
and  the  care  of  her  children,  to  be  thrust  instead 
into  public  life  and  collective  production  under  the 
same  conditions  as  a  man.  The  care  of  the  home  and 
children  then  devolves  upon  the  collectivity.9 

8Eli  Ginzburg,  The  Nation's  Children  (New  Yorkx 
Columbia  University  1960)  p.  90.      " 

9Pope  Pius  XI,  Athlestlc  Communism  (Rome?  Doc.  40, 
p.  7.) 
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This  warning  came  to  woman  and  the  world  back 
in  1936  when  Pope  Pius  XI  published  his  Bncylical  on 
Athiestic  Communism.   How  true  this  is  I  But  yet,  look 
over  the  home  and  family  today. 

Another  factor  contributing  to  the  dissipation 
of  ideals  is  alcoholism.   This  disease  is  mentioned  only 
as  it  affects  the  ideals  and  values  of  young  Americans. 
Indeed,  many  young  Americans  start  downhill  in  this  problem 
at  a  very  young  age.  Nationally  the  problem  is  serious, 
and  often  basic  trainees  have  formed  habits  of  drinking 
before  their  induction. 

Of  the  65,000,000  adults  in  our  country  who 
use  alcoholic  beverages,  approximately  4,500,000  are  fin 
trouble"  with  alcohol.  The  trouble  may  range  from  a  mildly 
disrupted  home  or  job  to  the  "end  product"  brought  into 
focus  in  the  stumble  bum  on  Skid  Row  or  the  patient  in  a 
hospital  or  asylum." 

Again  we  find  the  warning  that  a  great  problem 
exists  from  William  C.  Menninger,  M.D.  of  the  famous 
Menninger  Institute. 


nffilliam  R.  Boothe,  Prom  Isolation  to  Acceptance 
(Durham:  Religion  and  Health  Press;  1956)  Chapt.  II,  p.  4. 
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wIn  our  country  alone  there  are  over  4,500,000 
problem  drinkers  -  an  astounding  figure  which  represents 
more  than  two  percent  of  our  population.   Even  that  does 
not  state  the  total  size  of  the  problem.  We  do  not 
know  the  extent  of  alcoholisms  role  in  the  enormous  and 
increasing  numbers  of  accidents  and  crimes,  nor  the 
effect  on  the  families  and  friends  of  this  large  group 
of  people.0  H 

Much  more  could  be  said  on  this  subject,  but  it 
is  only  mentioned  to  show  that  it  is  a  factor  in  the  deval- 
uation of  our  ideals  and  does  have  an  effect  upon  the  young 
men  facing  military  life.  It  is  indeed  a  contributing 
factor  to  the  overall  lack  of  motivation  which  is  necessary 
to  preserve  our  nation* 


William  C,  Menninger,  M.D.  Alcoholism  A  National 
3nergency  (Taken  from  an  Article  in  the  Pastoral  Psychology 
April  1958. 
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CHAPTER  III 
The  School  -  Education  and  Ideals 

A  major  part  of  the  responsibility  for  our  lack 
of  appreciation  for  moral  values  and  ideals  of  patriotism 
rest  with. our  educational  systems.  From  earliest  days 
our  country  and  its  people  had  great  faith  in  education. 
Education  and  freedom  go  hand  in  hand. 

To  be  free  we  must  have  the  ability  to  distinguish 
error  from  truth,  and  we  must  have  the  courage  to  pursue 
truth  instead  of  error.  Today,  while  spending  one  hundred 
times  as  much  as  we  did  a  century  ago  in  the  education 
of  our  young  people,  more  indeed  than  any  nation  in  the 
world,  we  know  that  the  results  are  somewhat  less  than  im- 
pressive. 

One  of  the  reasons  for  this  is  that  education 
has  become  too  exclusively  technological.  With  the  pres- 
sure of  technology  we  have  yielded  too  much  to  the  per- 
suasion that  the  concern  of  education  should  be  chiefly 
with  imparting  of  knowledge  and  the  development  of  skills. 
It  has  not  yet  caught  up  with  the  growing  conviction  that 
human  life  envelopes  mysteries  that  science  cannot  discover. 

Democracy,  as  we  know  it,  cannot  survive  without 
armed  strength  and  truly  educated  men  with  ideals  and 
values.   The  basic  trainee  should  reflect  these  ideals  and 
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values  of  true  democracy.  Knowledge  without  wisdom  is  a 

dangerous  weapon;  learning  without  principles  leads  man 

into  the  worst  aberrations.   The  history  of  the  past  decade 

shows  that  the  traitors,  the  betrayers  of  our  country's 

security  come  most  often  from  those  in  whom  knowledge  has 

degenerated  into  craftiness  and  who  have  succumbed  to  the 

delusions  of  unprincipled  living* 

"The  development  of  moral  and  spiritual  values 
is  basic  to  all  other  educational  objectives.  Educa- 
tion uninspired  by  moral  and  spiritual  values  is 
directionless.  Values  unapplied  in  human  behavior 
are  empty."  i2 

The  Educational  Policies  Commission  of  the 

National  Education  Association  just  recently  reemphasized 

the  great  dangers  our  educational  system  faces  without 

moral  and  spiritual  values.   This  was  emphasized  also  by 

Pope  Pius  XII  in  his  encyclical  Task  of  the  Teacher. 

"But  the  clear  results  of  these  last  two  decades 
have  proved  to  be  unfavorable  to  the  school  without 
religion,  which  is,  in  fact,  or  comes  to  be,  anti- 
religious.  This  type  of  school,  according  to  the 
experiences  of  the  past  century,  of  the  present,  too, 
has  produced  some  bitter  fruits,  and  therefore  has 
failed  in  its  true  purpose;  on  the  other  hand,  for 
almost  two  thousand  years,  Christian  education  has 
gloriously  overcome  all  the  trials."  13 

12 

Educational  Policies  Commission,  Moral  and 

Spiritual  Values  in  the  Public  Schools  (Washington,  D.C.: 

National  Education  Association  of  the  United  States,  1961) 

p.  6. 

13Pope  Pius  XII,  Task  of  Our  Teachers  (Address  to 
Catholic  Association  of  School  TeacEers )  Sept.  8,  1946, 
(Actes  Pontificaux  No.  11)  Doc.  94,  pp.  21-22. 
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One  of  the  most  influential  factors  on  American 
education  came  from  the  movement  for  progressive  education. 
Prom  the  pragmatic  philosophy  promulgated  by  John  Dewey, 
here  is  a  capsule  version  of  the  progressive  teaching. 

1.  Education  at  any  age  should  be  a  natural 
growth  involving  experiences  -  physical,  mental, 
moral,  social,  and  spiritual  -  adapted  to  the  age, 
health,  interests  and  abilities  of  each  pupil, 

2.  Genuine  education  develops  not  through 
imposed  formal  learning  from  books  and  lectures, 
but  only  from  self-directed,  spontaneous  activities, 

3.  Interest  aroused  in  an  atmosphere  of  freedom 
is  the  proper  incentive  to  effort,  not  the  external 
compulsions  of  authority,  penalties  and  rewards. ^* 

Listed  above  are  only  the  basic  tenets  of  pro- 

gressivism.  The  effects  of  this  philosophy  of  education 

in  practice  are  now  being  felt  as  we  see  the  softening  of 

the  standards  of  discipline  and  knowledge.  The  young 

soldier,  many  times  a  product  of  this  philosophy,  fails  to 

comprehend  the  necessity  of  discipline.  He,  therefore, 

rebels  against  military  discipline  and  authority.  This 

rebellion  is  not  always  open,  but  it  destroys  the  sense  of 

urgency  and  motivation.   Following  progress ivism  through 

the  decades,  it  resulted  in  a  decline  in  achievement,  in 

reading,  penmanship,  and  grammar,  in  the  primary  grades. 

Many  college  and  high  school  graduates  found  difficulty  in 

Encyclopedia  Britannica,  (Chicago:  Encyclopedia 
Britannica  Inc.  1946)  Vol.  18,  p.  565, 


13 
passing  basic  Army  English  courses  of  the  basic  army  admin- 
istration training.   Thus  many  students  not  only  lack 
moral  and  spiritual  values,  they  also  are  weak  in  the  skills 
needed  to  acquire  the  basic  knowledge  necessary  to  become 
well  informed  citizens  and  soldiers.   Intellectualism  is 
disparaged  by  over  emphasis  on  accreditation,  diplomas, 
or  degrees. 

Forgotten  is  the  advice  of  John  Locke  that  educa- 
tion is  a  moral  discipline  rather  than  a  process  of  intell- 

15 
ectual  instruction,  Locke  set  down  the  motivating  factors 

in  the  conduct  of  the  child,  the  love  for  liberty,  love  of 

16 
possession,  curiosity,  and  desire  for  recreation.  He 


believed  that  the  best  means  of  developing  self-mastery 

./■  '....♦- 

and  the  virtues  was  in  old  fashioned  discipline* 


—  / 


The  twentieth  century  ushered  in  the  greatest 
revolutionary  educational  transformation  since  the  fall  \ 
of  the  Roman  Empire.  Scientific  realism  deposed  the 
humanism  of  schools  and  colleges  and  seized  the  direction 
of  human  affairs.  The  biological  principles  of  struggle 
for  existence  and  the  survival  of  the  fittest  led  to  the 
belief  that  might  makes  right.  Spiritual  and  moral  values 
were  shunned  as  Americans  set  out  on  the  quest  for  material 

15Prederick  Eby,  The  development  of  Modern 
Education.  (Englewood  CliffT^.J.J  Prentice^ITall  Inc:  1957) 
p.  298. 

16Ibid.,  p.  401. 
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Utopia.  During  the  past  few  years  an  ever  increasing 
tide  of  criticism  has  arisen  against  progressive  education 

from  all  philosophic  thinkers,  religious  leaders,  practical 

17 
educators,  and  even  parents. 

Once  again  efforts  are  being  made  to  revive 
humanistic  values  in  public  education  or  to  salvage  some 
of  its  values.  However,  we  find  the  emphasis  in  contemp- 
orary literature  on  the  irrational  has  made  intellectual 
values  seem  less  important  than  they  really  are  and  less 
attractive  than  emotion,  intrigue,  and  violence.  This 
aspect  of  the  Freudian  impact  has  not  been  limited  to  the 
highbrows.  Distorted  versions  of  Freud's  theories  have 
reached  the  people  through  the  family  doctor,  through  the 
theater,  contemporary  short  stories,  comics,  and  even 

advertisements.  Violence  and  sex  are  major  themes  in 

18 
such  widely  read  works  as  those  of  Micky  Spillane.   The 

favorite  reading  of  many  basic  trainees  is  Lollta  or 

Lady  Chatterly1 s  Lover.  Another  source  of  effect  on  the 

young  soldier  is  the  tremendous  amount  of  pornographic 

literature  that  is  many  times  available  through  the  mail 

or  the  local  corner  store. 


17Ibid.,  p.  409 

18White  House  Conference  on  Yourth,  The  Nation' s 
Children,  edited  by  Eli  Ginzberg  (New  York:  Columbia  Press: 
1960)  Vol.  1,  p.  61. 
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Indeed,  it  is  amidst  this  atmosphere  that  the 
basic  trainee  has  been  reared.  The  lack  of  urgency  that 
he  possesses,  to  protect  and  defend  the  moral  and  spiritual 
values  of  his  democratic  way  of  life  is  really  not  his 
fault.  His  formal  educational  training  has  failed  to 
emphasize  these  values  and  ideals.  They  are  unknown 
factors  to  the  young  man  facing  military  service.   It  is 
obvious  that  he  needs  to  learn  his  democratic  principles 
before  he  can  defend  them* 


16 
CHAPTER   IV 
Religion  and  Youth 

Our  first  President  in  unforgettable   terms  com- 
mitted  the   destinies   of  the  young  nation   to  God  and  warned 
its   citizenry  against  indulging  "the  supposition  that 
morality  can  be  maintained  without  religion.11  ^9 

k 

This  tradition,  sustained  again  and  again  in 
the  words  of  later  presidents,  in  our  courts  and  Congres- 
sional acts,  had  recent  reaffirmation  when  the  Supreme 
Court  said,  wWe  are  a  religious  people  whosginsti  tut  ions 
presuppose  a  Supreme  Being  ..."  It  stated  further  that 
when  government  "respects  the  religious  nature  of  our 
people  and  accommodates  the  public  service  to  our  spirit- 
ual needs  "it  follows  the  best  of  our  traditions."  20 

This  is  the  element  in  our  national  life  which 
must  be  activated  in  order  to  dispel  the  moral  ambiguity 
which  now  falls  like  a  shadow  across  the  life  of  America 
and  the  life  of  our  young  trainee.  Those  who  discuss  the 
goals  and  purposes  of  this  nation  without  giving  attention 
to  this  vital  center  of  religion,  work  in  vain  to  restore 
a  climate  of  responsibility  and  respect  for  values.  Our 

19 

John  Courtney  Murray,  We  Hold  These  Truths 

(New  York:   Sheed  and  Ward  1960)   p.   4127 
20Ibid.,   p.  149 
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fathers  in  this  Republic  were  wise  enough  to  acknowledge 
a  higher  spiritual  dependence,  one  which  would  give  vigor 
and  meaning  to  our  sovereign  independence. 

It  is  not  easy  to  define  with  precision  the 
manner  in  which  religion  must  be  brought  to  influence  the 
quality  of  public  acts.   In  a  truly  democratic  state  there 
exists  a  pluralism  of  religion  but  not  a  pluralism  in  the 
basic  precepts  of  that  state.  In  our  American  tradition, 
with  its  Constitutional  provision  forbidding  the  establish- 
ment of  any  church,  it  has  been  necessary  for  us  to  dis- 
cover a  new  formula  by  which  religion  may  bring  its  bene- 

21 
ficent  effects  into  our  American  way  of  life. 

This  is  where  the  confusion  of  our  day  rests. 

Many  feel  that  they  have  found  the  answer  in  freedom  of 

religion.  They  interpret  it  to  mean  freedom  from  religion. 

This  thinking  affects  the  young  recruit.  In  a  sampling  of 

1000  trainees  starting  basic  in  January  of  1961,  520  never 

go  to  Church  in  civilian  life.  350  of  these  young  men 

went  to  Church  regularly  while  20  had  no  religion.  The 

rest  were  attending  Church  occasionally.  These  figures 

may  seem  startling  but  they  are  about  average  in  our 

experience  over  the  last  two  and  one-half  years.  What 

has  happened? 

21 Ibid.,  p.  198 
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Crime  normally  has  a  moral  implication.  Yet  we 
need  only  examine  the  figures  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  to  become  startled  and  disturbed, 

"The  annual  statistics  most  recently  made  avail- 
able list  one  and  one-half  million  serious  crimes 
against  persons  and  property  in  the  United  ^tates. 
The  more  frightening  part  of  these  statistics  is 
this:   the  number  of  young  persons  under  eighteen 
years  of  age  involved  in  serious  crimes  has  doubled 
since  1948.   The  P.B.I,  clock  of  1959  can  complete 
the  picture  for  us.  One  murder  took  place  every 
hour.  One  incident  of  rape  occurred  every  thirty- 
five  minutes.   There  was  a  robbery  every  seven  minutes 
and  an  aggravated  assault  every  four  minutes.  .  ."  %% 

It  is  indeed  startling  to  think  that  killers 
took  8580  lives  in  1959  alone  and  that  only  10,000  lives 
were  sacrificed  for  our  freedom  in  the  three  years  of  war 
in  Korea. 

We  might  ask  ourselves  what  route  we  have  travelled 
that  has  brought  us  to  this  point  of  moral  confusion.  In 
the  modern  vacuum  of  our  times  there  has  appeared  a  "new 
morality"  which  is  dangerous  and  deceptive  and  in  itself 
a  tragic  product  of  despair. 

With  this  new  morality  came  the  distinctive 
feature  known  as  "situation  ethics."   It  does  not  recognize 
universal  moral  laws  as  for  example  the  Ten  Commandments, 
It  either  denies  the  existence  of  such  laws  or  subordinates 
them  to  other  values.  Moral  laws  in  this  reasoning  are  to 

^Richard  Cardinal  Cushing,  Moral  Values  and  the 
American  Society  (Boston:  1961)  p.  7. 
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be  considered  as  guide  posts  not  principles  of  action. 
The  young  recruit  reflects  this  attitude  in  his  behavior. 
His  language  becomes  vile.  He  considers  it  a  brave  thing 
to  get  drunk.   Immoral  relations  are  permissable,  but  it 
is  wrong  to  get  the  girl  in  trouble. 

The  breakdown  of  the  moral  code  is  a  new  phen- 
omenon of  our  day.   The  real  crisis  is  not  that  we  are 
facing  an  increase  of  moral  evils.  More  significantly, 
the  very  notion  that  good  and  evil  are  disappearing  from 
the  minds  of  men.  Thus  we  are  forced  to  conclude:   our 
contemporary  moral  peril  is  not  s imply  the  loosening  of 
the  moral  law;  it  is  the  denial  of  the  very  existence  of 
such  laws. 

Another  source  of  confusion  in  our  modern  society 
comes  from  religion  itself.   Influenced  by  the  new  code  of 
morality  to  a  degree,  religion,  too  often,  tailors  its 
doctrine  to  the  wishes  of  the  individual.   Too  frequently 
it  becomes  not  what  the  moral  law  teaches  but  what  the 
church-going  people  want  to  hear.  How  often  immoral  sit- 
uations are  condoned  on  the  basic  that  it  would  do  no 
goodt  How  often  principles  are  neglected  to  keep  friends  I 
How  often  values  are  lost  and  God  is  merely  lip  servicel 
How  often  is  the  mention  of  God  removed  from  public  instit- 
utions because  the  dangerous  minority  cries  "unconstitutional." 
What  has  happened  to  religious  values  in  our  schools?  Why 
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cannot  God  be  mentioned?  Why  in  some  of  the  classes  in 
public  school  is  the  pledge  of  allegiance  to  the  flag 
omitted  entirely  because  an  individual  teacher  objects  to 
the  phrase  "under  God."  Can  values  be  preserved  under 
these  conditions.  In  the  minds  of  the  young  recruit  out 
of  this  confusion,  God  is  not  the  source  of  our  liberty 
but  a  point  of  confusion. 

Religion  today  fails  to  correctly  present  the 
facts.  Although  we  have  a  pluralistic  religion  in  our 
society,  the  basic  concepts  of  God  and  the  moral  law  in 
our  Judaeo-Christian  concept  are  clear. 

"When  America  was  founded,  men  knew  that  their 
rights  were  given  them  by  their  Creator;  and  it  was 
in  the  strength  of  that  knowledge  that  they  went  out 
and  fought  for  them.  .  .  Today  we  need  to  vest  our 
freedom  with  the  same  kind  of  sacredness  that  the 
Hebrew  people  vested  the  Decologue.  It  is  our  birth- 
right, our  most  sacred  possession  for  posterity."  23 

It  is  not  that  we  regard  the  Constitution  as  a 

divine  instrument  for  we  know  that  it  is  a  historical 

document  with  defects  that  attach  to  any  human  achievement. 

It  is  that  the  Constitution  is  the  edifice  we  have  erected 

for  the  purpose  of  preserving  this  freedom.  The  winning  of 

the  War  of  Independence  gained  us  freedom,  but  it  was  the 

drafting  and  ratification  of  the  Constitution  that  enabled 

24 
us  to  secure  and  preserve  that  freedom, 

^A.  Meryn  Davies,  ffoiuidatlon  of  American  Freedom 
(New  York:  Abingdon  Press  1955;  p,  242. 

24Ibid.,  p.  243. 
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Religion  in  America  can  stand  as  champion  of 
our  Constitution.   The  rights  for  which  Americans  fought 
for  in  1776,  were  human  rights,  not  national  rights,25 

Nationalism  today  has  come  dangerously  close  to 
substitution  of  our  goals.  We  have  come  dangerously  close 
to  worshiping  not  God  but  America  itself  -  its  power, 
wealth,  and  prosperity.  We  indeed  fool  ourselves  when  we 
put  "In  God  We  Trust"  on  coins  and  stamps  without  troub- 
ling to  understand  what  these  words  really  mean. 

Knowledge  of  God  in  our  young  recruit  is  often 
weak.  He  has  many  times  received  no  formal  religious 
training  because  his  parents  had  no  time.   Juvenile  troubles 
had  plagued  their  happiness.   The  young  recruit  often  dis- 
played a  "situation  ethic"  type  of  morality.  This  is 
indeed  brought  into  focus  in  the  March  1961  edition  of 
the  Readers  Digest. 

"Public  health  officials  estimate  that  instead 
of  the  reported  378,000  new  cases  of  V.D.  in  the 
United  States  in  1959,  there  were  actually  between  one 
and  two  million.  .  .  One  hideous  aspect  of  the  t&.S. 
record  in  1960  is  that  teenagers  account  for  more  than 
one-fifth  of  all  reported  victims.  More  than  half  of 
the  new  cases  are  in  the  15-24  age  group.  Many  of  them 
were  only  15  and  16.   There  were  2793  cases  of  venereal 
disease  among  children  between  ages  10-14,  that  is, 
2793  reported  cases.26 

25Ibid.,  p.  244. 

26George  Kent,  One  More  VD  (Readers  Digest,  March 
1961)  p.  87. 
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Even  the  best  of  the  young  recruits  are  not 
properly  motivated.  Because  of  the  lack  of  adequate 
guidance,  they  search  for  "easy  jobs."  They  are  more  in- 
terested in  after  duty  activity  in  near  by  communities 
than  in  service.  They  lack  a  sense  of  personal  involve- 
ment in  our  purposel 

"Pew  people  have  yet  begun  to  correlate  the 
wastage  and  deterioration  of  youth  which  we  permit 
on  the  streets  of  big  cities,  on  the  highways,  in 
the  suburbs,  and,  I  would  suspect,  in  the  quiet 
rural  areas  of  the  nation  with  our  national  defense 
potential. "2V 

Indeed  religion  can  and  must  play  a  role  with 
our  youth.   "A  convinced  religious  person  was  able  to 
defend  himself,"  Major  William  E.  Mayer,  U.S.  Army  psy- 
chiatrist tells  us  from  his  survey  of  prisoners  in  Korea. 

"A  really  devout  person,  be  he  a  devout  Catholic, 
or  devout  Orthodox  Jew,  or  a  member  of  a  fundamentalist 
Protestant  sect  -  whatever  his  religion,  if  it  had  been 
a  part  of  his  whole  life,  if  his  family  were  organized 
along  the  lines  of  religious  training  and  the  moral 


and  ethical  precepts  of  such  training,  was  able  to 


defend  himself  and  his  principles  with  this  armament. 
The  basic  trainee's  concept  of  right  and  wrong  is 
often  hazy.  Prom  his  lack  of  formal  religious  training,  he 
has  adopted  an  utilitarian  approach  towards  morality. 

27Harrison  E.  Salisbury,  The  Shook  Up  Generation 
(New  York:  Harper  Brothers,  1958)  p.  2337" 
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28Major  William  E.  Mayer,  Why  Did  Many  G  I  Captlv* 
l.    (U.S.  News   and  World  Report7~Feb.   24,   195~6T  p.    59, 
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With  this  lack  of  moral  and  spiritual  values  as  a  basis, 
he  finds  it  difficult  to  see  why  he  is  in  the  army.  He 
finds  it  difficult  to  adjust  to  this  "forced  occupation" 
which  drains  "valuable  years"  from  his  conquest  of  material 
things • 


h> 
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CHAPTER  V 

Conclusion 

In  the  foregoing  pages  we  have  managed  to  touch 
the  surface  of  a  vast  and  Important  subject.   Certainly, 
the  small  catalogue  we  have  made  of  those  areas  where 
lapses  in  the  ideals  and  values  of  our  heritage  are  pre- 
valent is  not  intended  to  be  exclusive;  our  attempt  has 
been  merely  to  supply  examples  that  might  suggest  some  of 
the  perils  that  afflict  our  present  American  society  and 
are  certainly  reflected  in  the  attitude  and  motivation 
of  the  basic  trainee. 

To  summarize  what  has  been  written:  patriotism 
in  our  national  heritage,  once  the  center  of  gravity  of 
our  American  way  of  life,  is  today  a  periphal  activity. 
In  religious,  political,  social,  educational,  professional, 
and  family  interests,  the  mass  of  the  modern  community  is 
almost  without  trace  of  moral  and  spiritual  values  which 
are  so  much  a  part  of  our  national  heritage.  Patriotism 
is  remote,  detached,  and  unrealized.   These  values  are  on 
the  defensive  in  most  places,  on  the  decline  in  some,  on 
the  upgrade  in  a  few. 

The  problem  is  to  renew  the  spirit  of  our  found- 
ing fathers.   This  spirit  must  repenetrate  the  modern 
community  before  we  can  raise  the  ideals  and  values  of 
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our  young  called  to  defend  that  community  in  the  alter- 
nating hot  and  cold  war  with  the  known  enemy  of  freedom. 
The  President  of  the  United  States  warned  once  again: 

"The  complacent,  the  self-indulgent,  the  soft 
societies  are  about  to  be  swept  away  with  the  debris 
of  history.   Only  the  strong,  only  the  industrious, 
only  the  courageous,  only  the  visionary  who  determine 
the  real  nature  of  our  struggle  can  possibly  survive." 

Our  country  is  a  dynamic  not  a  static  institution* 
It  is  constantly  gaining  or  losing.   It  cannot  be  frozen 
in  set  forms*  In  our  democratic  way  of  life,  no  American, 
individual  or  institutional  can  escape  the  responsibility 
to  help  restore  the  ideal  of  our  national  heritage. 

It  may  be  concluded  by  some  that  our  times  are 
so  desolate,  our  problems  so  overwhelming,  that  even  the 
stout-hearted  must  become  despondent.   Such  a  mood  is 
certainly  an  un-American  one  and  will  continue  to  allow 
despair  to  rule  a  way  of  life  that  offers  invention,  enter- 
prise, and  new  vision* 

Our  American  society,  however,  must  re-evaluate 
itself  in  the  moral  and  spiritual  values  of  our  founding 
fathers.   Our  first  president  committed  our  nation  to  God 
with  the  warning  that  morality  cannot  be  maintained  without 

President  Kennedy's  address  to  the  American 
Society  of  Newspaper  Editors,  April  20,  1960.   (New  Y0rk 
Times,  April  21,  1960,  p.  2.) 
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religion.  Must  we  not  again  examine  the  deteriorating 
moral  fiber  of  our  society?  Certainly  with  sincere  effort 
and  conviction  we  can  correct  some  of  the  ills  that  are 
disintegrating  the  home  and  family  life.  John  W.  Iangdale 
in  1921,  prophejfsized  that  someday  America  would  need  a 
national  divorce  law  to  protect  the  fundamental  institu- 
tion of  our  free  society  -  the  family. 30Has  that  time 
arrived?  Would  it  not  be  healthier  for  our  national 
security  if  mothers  reared  their  children  providing  the 
necessary  affection  and  discipline  for  a  solid  future? 
Is  the  two  car  family  necessarily  a  part  of  our  heritage? 
The  young  recruit  would  certainly  have  a  greater  sense 
of  motivation  if  he  were  presented  the  ideals  and  values 
in  his  childhood. 

On  the  other  hand,  educators  must  wake  up. 
Education  without  discipline  is  like  a  wagon  without  a 
horse.  Moral  and  spiritual  responsibility  to  God  and 
country  must  become  the  focal  point  of  our  educational 
institutions.  Youth  must  be  made  to  realize  that  "one 
nation,  indivisible,  with  liberty  and  justice  for  all" 
must  entail  sacrifice.  Sacrifice  is  usually  difficult 
and  irksome.   Only  a  real  love   of  country  and  freedom  can 
make  it  a  joy.  No  greater  task  faces  America  today  than 

30 
wJohn  W.  Langdale,  Citizenship  and  Moral  Reform 

(New  York:  Abingdon  Press;  1921)  p.  48. 
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to  use  its  mass  media  of  communications  for  instilling 
in  its  citizens  the  love  and  sacrifice  of  its  founding 
fathers. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  atmosphere  In  which  the 
basic  trainee  was  reared  reflects  in  his  attitude  towards 
the  army.   Often  the  only  goals  that  he  has  known  are 
materialistic.   The  insidious  nature  of  materialism  leaves 
no  opening  for  serious  thinking.  However,  it  is  this 
young  man  that  suddenly  becomes  the  basic  trainee.  What 
can  the  Army  do  to  develop  the  moral  sense  of  urgency  so 
necessary  for  freedom  today?  The  answer  is  not  simple. 
The  Army  cannot  do  in  a  few  months  what  society  has  failed 
to  do  for  years.   But  it  can  encourage  the  many  wonderful 
programs  it  has  adopted.  It  should  emphasize  these  pro- 
grams on  a  par  with  tactical  training.  The  first  week  of 
basic  training  should  be  a  week  of  orientation  with  a 
gradual  transition  through  knowledge  from  civilian  life 
to  the  military.   The  religious  convictions  of  the  young 
recruit  should  be  encouraged  not  by  a  vague  lip  service 
but  by  a  positive  approach  to  his  rights. 

The  perils  that  afflict  our  American  society 
are  many  and  complicated.  So  too  are  the  solutions. 
Americans  today  lack  the  motivation  that  made  America 
great.   The  drive,  the  will,  the  moral  sense  of  urgency 
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must  be  restored  if  our  freedom  Is  to  be  preserved. 
Patriotism  as  a  virtue  must  be  revitalized.   It  must 
again  become  the  center  of  gravity  in  our  way  of  life* 
We  must  remain  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the 
brave.  "Ask  not  what  your  country  can  do  for  you  but 
what  you  can  do  for  your  country."  31 


31 

President  Kennedy's  Inaugural  Address,  1961. 
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THE  BASIC  TRAINEE  IMAGE  FOR  THE  CHAPLAIN   by  M.  Beneon 

BENSON   1961 

The  basic  premise  of  this  monograph  is  that  the  basic  trainee  ljs. 
American  society  in  microcosm  and  that  the  society  is  sick.  The  weakness 
of  the  trainee  reflects  his  home,  his  schooling,  and  his  religion. 

The  home  falls  to  give  him  moral  strength  because  of  moral  lack  in  his 
parents.  The  incidence  of  divorce  is  ever  higher  and  "Momism"  is  on  the 
rise.  Religion  is  not  reaching  the  home  because  a  high  percentage  of 
trainees  do  not  attend  church  regularly  -  and  never  did.  He  seems  to 
lack  the  moral  and  religious  virtues  as  demonstrated  by  his  actions  i.e. 
reading  dirty  books,  getting  V.D.,  fighting  legitimate  authority. Education 
is  becoming  divorced  from  religion.  Even  mentioning  God  in  School  creates 
objections. 

The  basic  trainee  is  the  microcosm  and  American  society,  therefore,  is 
the  macrocosm.  *  Society  must  be  changed  and  there  must  be  a  return  to 
the  religious  virtues  that  made  America  great.  Exactly  what  must  be  done 
is  clear-  instill  idfcals,  virtue,  and  religion  into  the  American  family 
and  into  society.  The  author  does  not  say  how  to  do  these  things. 

*  Rule  of  logic:  "Never  argue  from  the  particular  to  the  universal." 
Reviewer's  note:  Army  and  Marine  youth  in  Viet  Nam  did  not  seeem  to  me 
to  be  sick  products  of  a  sick  society. 


